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Village Hall will 
be closed on: 

— 
 

January 1 & 2 
For New Year’s 

— 

January 15 
For MLK, Jr. Birthday 

— 

February 19 
For President’s Day 

— 

March 30 
For Good Friday 

WELCOME TO WINTHROP HARBOR 
Who says winter needs to be dull and dreary? In Winthrop Harbor there is plenty to 

do for residents of all ages! Take a stroll in the climate controlled Schlader Recrea-

tion Center… play some basketball, join a community sports league, go ice fishing at 

our beautiful lake front… learn Tae-Kwon-Do… and so much more.  

If you are new to the community, Welcome! The living is great in Winthrop Harbor, 

and we encourage you to take advantage of all our village has to offer. Stop by Vil-

lage Hall or visit us on-line at www.WinthropHarbor.com for information on the nu-

merous programs available to our residents. There are also plenty of opportunities to 

become involved in your community. It’s all good in Winthrop Harbor!  

FUN FAIR INCLUDES GAMES & PRIZES! 
Boys & Girls, Moms & Dads, Grandmas & Grandpas… get ready for a great time at 

Winthrop Harbor’s annual Fun Fair, on Saturday, Feb. 24th at the Schlader 

Recreation Center. From 11am to 4pm this will be the place to be for lots of fun and 

excitement! You’ll enjoy nearly 20 different games, including The Wheel, Basketball 

Shoot, Balloon Darts, Cake Walk (win a cake!), Pop Toss, Gold Fish (win a fish!), 

Mouse Race (win a mouse!), and many others to test your skills. We’ll have a Moon-

walk for kids of all ages to bounce in, and raffles for chances to win great prizes. Our 

General Store will be filled with goodies for a fair price, plus refreshments will be 

available from the kitchen. 

 

The Winthrop Harbor Police and Fire Departments will be present, including fun 

activities and educational exhibits for all. Parking and event admission is FREE, and 

tickets for the games are only 25¢ each.  Mark your calendars for Feb. 24th and 

bring the whole family to this year’s exciting Fun Fair!  

 

Volunteers Needed-  Interested in helping with this year’s Fun Fair? Volunteers 

are needed for Friday setup and Saturday event day. We also need cakes for the pop-

ular Cake Walk. If you’d like to help, please call (847) 746-3505 and thank you! 
 

KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE THIS WINTER 
Whether you’re a brand new driver or one with decades of experience, take a few 

minutes to consider these driving tips and reminders that will help you stay safe this 

winter. Freezing temperatures, slippery roadways and reduced visibility add up to 

higher risks of traffic crashes. Take these tips to heart and reduce your risk this win-

ter!   

 Prepare your vehicle for winter weather. Battery, belts, brakes, tires and 

wipers should all be in good working order.  

 Keep your tank at least half-full. This ensures you have a source of heat if you 

become stuck or stranded. Very important! 

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Village Meetings Open to the Public 
 

Mayor Bruno, the Board of Trustees and Village staff encourage residents to 

attend the Village Board and committee meetings, held monthly at Village 

Hall or the Schlader Recreation Center. We value the input that our residents 

provide, and are committed to addressing all questions and concerns in a con-

structive, positive manner. Please consider joining us at any of the meetings 

listed below: 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. EMA Building 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m. Schlader Building 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

 

Village Hall Holiday Hours  
 

In celebration of upcoming holidays, Village Hall and the Community Devel-

opment Department will be closed on these dates:  

 

 Mon/Tue, January 1st/2nd, for the New Year’s Holiday 

 Monday, February 19th, for President’s Day 

 Friday, March 30th, for Good Friday 

 

 

Pay your Water Bill On-line!  
 

Public Works and Village Hall would like to remind all residents that water/

sewer bills can be paid online. This service, available 24/7, is quick and 

easy and allows payment by your credit card of choice.  The service also al-

lows you to see your past bills and monitor your water usage over time. To 

use the online services simply go to www.winthropharbor.com and click the 

“Pay your water  & sewer bill online” link on the Home page.   

 

Water/sewer bill payments made by check may be dropped into the 24/7 

drop-box located outside the Village Hall entrance at 830 Sheridan Road.  

Visit the on-line Community Calendar for the latest updates. 

www.winthropharbor.com 

Trustee Department 

Buddy Hargett Com. Development 

John Levin Parks & Recreation 

Robert Marabella Public Works 

Dana McCarthy Police / EMA 

Richard Robards Fire / EMS 

Fritz Weiss Finance 

Administration 

Julie Rittenhouse, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Community Development 

Pat DiPersio, Director 
(847) 872-8699 

Fire / EMS 

Justin Stried, Chief 
(847) 872-5957 

Finance and H.R. 

Lisa Shaw, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Information Technology 

Mike Bitton, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Parks & Recreation 

Scott Fuller, Director 
(847) 746-3505 

Police / EMA 

Joel Brumlik, Chief 
(847) 872-2131 

Public Works 

Tim Neargarder, Director 
(847) 872-5275 



Dear Neighbors,  

I hope you and your families had a wonderful holiday season. As we begin 

2018, I, the village staff, and your Board of Trustees are looking forward 

to a year of progress.  

Over the past seven months I have attended most community events and 

have been engaged with every facet of our municipal government to not 

only acquire greater perspective, but also greater appreciation for the 

needs of our Village so those needs can be properly prioritized.  

As a result I have found one inescapable truth, – simply put - there is nev-

er enough money to do all that should be done. It is our obligation in gov-

ernment to maximize our resources to – in coining the phrase – get the biggest bang for your buck. 

This being said we are identifying and qualifying alternate sources of 

funding - those other than property tax dollars - as well as pushing our 

vendors to sharpen their pencils. 

One example of this work can be found in our staff’s recent efforts to 

renegotiate fees for our trash and leaf pick-up service with the waste 

management contractor. We were successful. Winthrop Harbor proper-

ty owners will see a reduction of $8.84 a month or just over $106 a 

year. Regarding alternate funding we have identified a source, 

through Congressman Schneider’s office, to assist us in securing fund-

ing for new rescue equipment for the Fire Department.  

We are also aggressively pursuing funding for the purchase of equip-

ment and capital improvements for the Police, Fire/EMS and Public Works departments in excess of 

$750,000. Once again, all of these efforts are with the intent of minimizing the burden on our taxpay-

ers. We have opened our lines of communication with our state and federal representatives meeting 

with them and their staffs to provide a greater understanding of our needs as a small community and 

our aspirations for the future. We are also taking a more strategic approach in our delivery of public 

goods and services and this can be clearly evidenced in the development of the Village’s first Capital 

Improvement Plan.  

We look at 2018 to be a pivotal year in regards to economic development. Building off the tireless ef-

forts of our Economic Development Commission and the work of the Community Development De-

partment we will capitalize on our geographic and environmental assets to aid us in shaping our own 

destiny and growing our business community. 

Much lies ahead and we look forward to the work. Please know we are always here for you 

to assist, listen, clarify or support and I look forward to seeing you around town. 

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor 

 

“We look at 2018 

to be a pivotal 

year in regards 

to economic 

development.” 

Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois 



 

Winthrop Harbor is a family-friendly community 

with several beautiful parks and plenty of recrea-

tion activities!   

Our Schlader Recreation Center is the hub of activi-

ties for the Village, with over 20,000 square feet of in-

door space available for year-round activities and events.  

Located at 2700 9th Street, the center includes ample 

parking for events year-round. This facility is also avail-

able for private event rentals at affordable pricing.   

Village Park (known also as “38-Acre” park) boasts plen-

ty of open space for family get-togethers, picnics and so 

much more. A beautiful covered Gazebo with picnic ta-

bles is nested beside a pond, with two additional covered 

picnic shelters near the main play-park area. Several 

baseball/softball diamonds are available, with ample 

lighting for evening games. Tennis and basketball courts 

are also available.  

For those who enjoy skateboarding, you’ll love the skate-

park, which includes a wide array of ramps in a fully 

paved, well-lit area.  

A paved walking path surrounds the outer edge of Vil-

lage Park, and is available year-round for enjoyment by 

all. For those who’d prefer to stay warm inside, the gym-

nasium inside the Schlader Recreation Center is made 

available most mornings and at no charge.   

Check the online Community Calendar to find the latest 

event information! Visit www.winthropharbor.com and 

click on the “Coming Events” icon on the Home page.  

 

FUN FAIR! - Winthrop Harbor’s annual Fun Fair is 

scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 24th at the Schlader Rec-

reation Center. Details are on Page 1.  

WINTHROP HARBOR YOUTH BASKETBALL— 

Looking for something fun and ex-

citing to do on the weekends?  Why 

not come out and watch as the stars 

of tomorrow take the floor! The sea-

son for Youth Basketball will begin 

the weekend of Jan. 6th and 7th, 

and will continue every weekend 

(excluding Feb. 24th/25th) at the 

Schlader Recreation Center until March 11th. First 

through fourth grades play from 9am to 1pm on Satur-

days, while the fifth through eighth grades play 1pm to 

5pm on Sundays.   

The Recreation Department would like to thank all of the 

coaches and assistant coaches who dedicate their time to 

make this league a great experience for all.  We would 

also like to thank our sponsors who graciously give back 

to the youth of the community. Your donations are great-

ly appreciated.  

WALK’N WALK’N — Don’t let winter slow you down! 

On Monday through Friday come indoors at the Schlader 

Recreation Center from 8-10am to walk and talk while 

you stay warm and dry.  

From 10-11am parents are welcome to bring in their little 

ones and let the kids play in the gym while the adults 

walk laps. The Recreation Department has a few items 

for kids to play with, and toys/bikes brought from home 

are welcomed as well. (The Recreation staff is not respon-

sible for supervising children brought in to the gym.) 

Note that the gym will be closed on Feb. 22nd & 23rd.   

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL REGISTRATION —  

As 2018 kicks off, so does Winthrop 

Harbor’s baseball/softball registra-

tion. This year’s sign-ups will be from 

Jan. 15th through March 4th. Reg-

istration forms will be available at 

Village Hall and also at the Schlader 

Recreation Center. You may also turn 

in sheets on Saturdays, 9am-2pm, or 

Sundays, 1pm-5pm, at the Schlader 

Recreation Center as the basketball 

season continues.  

Beginning Jan. 16th online registration with on-line pay-

ment  acceptance  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  a t 

www.winthropharbor.com in the Recreation Department 

section.    

Evaluations will take place on Saturday, March 17th for 

boys, and Sunday March 18th for girls.  Anyone wanting 

to sign a child up after March 4th will be added to a wait-

ing list and will only have a chance to play if another 

child decides to leave the league, or if there is still room 

on a team. Registrations after Mar. 4th will incur a $25 

late fee.  

Tee Ball starts out at age 5 for boys and girls, and the 

oldest age groups will be 18 for girls and 14 for boys.   

Visit the Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com



For information on this year’s fees, or to get involved as 

a coach, sponsor or umpire, please call (847) 746-3505.   

Practices begin early-April and run at most twice a 

week. Games will begin early-May, with games being 

played on weeknights and some Saturdays. The season 

will run until mid-July.   

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE REGISTRATION— 

This is a recreational league 

and not meant for competitive 

level players.  The fee is $285  

per team. There is a limit of 8 

teams (10 players per team) for 

the league, so don’t miss out!   

Registration begins Jan. 3rd 

and closes on Jan. 19th. Games 

will be played on Thursday nights, 7-10pm, staring on 

Feb. 1st. If you are interested in reserving a spot, contact 

Scott Fuller at (847) 746-3505.  

TEEN DANCES — Teen dances are held during the 

school year on the 2nd Friday of the month, from 7-9 pm 

at the Schlader Recreation Center. Dances are limited to 

5th through 8th grade children who live in Winthrop Har-

bor. Once your child enters the dance, they are not al-

lowed to leave the building unless a parent comes to the 

door to pick them up, or at 9pm when the dance is over. 

Entrance fee is $5. Normal school dress codes are en-

forced at the dances. If you would like more information, 

or would like to chaperone, please call the Recreation 

Dept. at (847) 746-3505. The upcoming dates are Jan. 

12th, Feb. 9th and March 9th.  

GYM NIGHTS FOR K-4th GRADES— On Fridays 

Jan. 19th, Feb. 16th and March 16th from 7-9pm the 

Recreation Board will open the Schlader Recreation Cen-

ter to host Gym Nights for K-4th grade students who live 

in Winthrop Harbor. Activities scheduled for the evenings 

include music, various board and card games, open gym. 

basketball, riding scooters, and refreshments (for pur-

chase). Admission is $5 at the door, and no child who en-

ters the building will be allowed to leave before 9pm un-

less that child’s parent comes to the door to pick them up. 

We ask that ALL parents come inside the building at 9pm 

to pick up their child. Call the Recreation Dept. with 

questions at 847-746-3505.  

Saturday 

FEB. 24th 

11am to 4pm 
Schlader Recreation Center 

2700 9th Street—Winthrop Harbor 

Come to the Recreation Center for a great 
time at this year’s Fun Fair. We’ll have lots of 
games, prizes and a raffle… lots of goodies at 
the General Store… and other special treats 
and activities for everyone! Fun for Everyone - 

 

 Over 20 games! 

 Cake Walk! Pop Toss! 

 Moon Walk! Mouse Race! 

 Test your skills! 

 Police & Fire Dept. Displays! 

Game Tickets 

www.winthropharbor.com for the latest event information! 



Winter has arrived! 

 

With the snow season arriving the Department of Public 

Works would like to provide residents with a general 

description of how the Department plows snow from 

Village streets.  

 

Step 1 - When a snow storm begins, Public Works re-

sponds by salting the main roads. Salting these road-

ways serves two purposes; to keep traffic moving, and to 

prevent the snow from bonding to the pavement.  

 

Step 2 - Snow plowing begins when snow accumulates 

two inches, or forecasts indicate that it will.  The Village 

has five snow plows that are called out and assigned to 

plow pre-determined routes. The Village’s policy is to 

plow the full width of the street, curb to curb, during 

each storm.  

 

Step 3 - Once snowfall has stopped and plowing is 

winding down, all trucks begin post-storm salting.  

 Main streets are salted to achieve bare pavement 

conditions.  

 Residential streets with hills are salted to improve 

traction. 

 Side streets are only salted if icy conditions exist.  

 
 

Snow Removal Reminders 
 

Clearing Driveways and Parking Lots 

The Dept. of Public Works reminds residents that it is 

not a good practice to remove snow from one parcel of 

property and deposit it 

onto another parcel 

(including the adjacent 

public parkway). It has 

been a common practice 

for many snow removal 

companies to push snow 

from one property, across 

public streets, and onto the parkway on the opposing 

side of the street. Depositing snow on private property 

or in the public right-of-way across from the property 

being cleared can damage village or your neighbor’s 

property and also be a safety issue with hampered sight

-lines from others’ driveways.  

A better practice is to deposit snow on the village park-

way located immediately adjacent to and on the same 

side of the street as the property from which it is being 

removed. Property owners are encouraged to contact 

their private snow removal companies to inform them of 

the snow Removal practices for the Village. Snow plow 

operators observed improperly depositing snow in viola-

tion of Village Ordinance can be cited; however resi-

dents should be aware that they are ultimately respon-

sible for compliance with the Ordinances and may also 

be cited.  

Clearing Sidewalks 

As a reminder, it is the responsibility of 

property owners or merchants to clear the 

sidewalks abutting their property after 

every snow event. Upon accumulation of 

snow totals to 4”, public sidewalks 

within the “Westfield School Zone” 

route will be plowed by the Village.  

This process of clearing the school zone sidewalks can 

take up to 24 hours as Public Works must first complete 

snow removal operations for all streets. 

To review the local Ordinances pertaining to snow re-

moval by owners and occupants of residential premises 

and merchant properties, visit the website 

www.winthropharbor.com and click on the Local Ordi-

nance link. The Ordinance numbers to review are 

52,017, 72.15 and 151.048.   

Thank you for your cooperation, and if you have any 

questions please contact Public Works at (847) 872-

5275. You may also use the online Action-Line at 

www.winthropharbor.com to report any issues or ask 

questions.  

Retraction: 
In the last issue of our Harbor Shores newsletter, 

the Public Works section offered many ways to 

save water.  Among those was to purchase a rain 

barrel. In that paragraph it was incorrectly stat-

ed that the Village would reimburse 50% - up to 

$75 - toward the purchase of as many as three 

rain barrels.  This was stated in error and at this 

time the Village is not reimbursing any costs as-

sociated with the purchase of rain barrels.  We 

are looking at ideas to assist in the future.  

 

We regret the error and thank you for your un-

derstanding.   



 

Welcome to the Community Development Depart-

ment. We are committed to providing a high level of ser-

vice and forming strong partnerships with our residents 

and businesses.  

The Community Development Department oversees the 

Village Building Department functions as well as Land 

Use and Economic Development planning. With direc-

tion from the Village Board, Planning & Zoning Board 

and the Economic Development Commission, the depart-

ment is responsible for programs and initiative related 

to the community’s economic vitality, neighborhood di-

versity and stability, preservation of the community’s 

unique character and enhancement of community pro-

grams and assets. All intended to contribute to the quali-

ty of life for those who live, work, invest and visit the 

Village.  

 

Building Permits 

A building permit is required for most projects from new 

construction or renovations to a new fence or replace-

ment windows. To find out if you need a permit for the 

project you are planning you can stop by our office at 

Village Hall, visit the Community Development section 

of www.winthropharbor.com or call us at (847) 872-8699. 

The Building Department is open Monday through Fri-

day from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

 

Planning and Zoning 

The primary purpose of Planning and Zoning Board 

(PZB) is to administer and enforce the Village Zoning 

Code of Ordinances and long range plans. These func-

tions guide public and private development through com-

prehensive planning, development policies and review 

standards in order to create and maintain a balanced 

community.  

For more information please contact Pat DiPersio at 

(847) 872-8699 ext. 4010 or via email to pdiper-

sio@winthropharbor.com.  

 

Economic Development 

The Economic Development Commission (EDC) serves 

an advisory function reporting to the Mayor and Village 

Trustees with the following purpose and objective;  

The express purpose of the Commission is to foster the 

economic development of Winthrop Harbor in order to 

improve the quality of life and overall economic welfare 

of all its citizens.  

The objective of the Commission is to promote the devel-

opment, establishment and expansion of commercial, 

industrial, and professional enterprises in Winthrop 

Harbor and thereby increasing the value of the non-

residential tax base of the Village.  

Winthrop Harbor is poised to welcome new business and 

development while supporting our existing business 

base.  Retailers considering expanding existing opera-

tions and/or looking for a new location will see we have a 

strong demand for tourism related businesses, including 

restaurants, accommodations and specialty shops.  

Want to get involved? Positions are open on the Econom-

ic Development Commission and we are seeking inter-

ested volunteers. We invite you to contact Pat DiPersio, 

our Community Development Director, for more infor-

mation. Pat can be reached at (847) 872-8699, ext. 4010, 

or via email to pdipersio@winthrhopharbor.com.  

 

Shop Local! 
 

Please help us in welcoming two new businesses to the 

Village, and check out the new location of a long-

standing business.  Remember to “shop local” as it helps 

us all;  

Deck of Flavors (Frozen Yogurt) 

 1217 Sheridan Road (near the Post Office) 

  (847) 731-1390 

 Hours: Monday thru Thursday 11am-8pm, Friday &  

Saturday 11am-10pm, Sunday 11am-7pm 

www.facebook.com/Deck-of-Flavors 

 

All Fleet, Inc. (Mobile Truck Repair) 

 1142 Sheridan Road 

 (224) 627-8842 

 Open 24/7 for Emergency Service 

 www.allfleetinc.com 

 

Cornerstone Realty 

New Location 

 926 Sheridan Road 

 (847) 872-8998 

 Winter Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm, Week-

ends by appointment. 

 www.cornerstonehouses.com  

For Building Permit Information Call (847) 872-8699 



Happy New Year! 
 

As we usher in 2018, all of us at the Police Department 

would like to wish our residents a safe and happy New 

Year.  We appreciate our residents’ support and promise 

to do our very best in keeping Winthrop Harbor a safe 

and secure community for everyone.   

 

Deputy Chief Appointed 
 

Chief Brumlik would like to intro-

duce the community to the Police 

Department's new Deputy Chief, 

Edward Mohn, who was appoint-

ed by the Board of Trustees this 

past November.  

Deputy Chief Mohn brings over 28 

years of Law Enforcement experi-

ence to his new position. The son of 

a Police Officer, DC Mohn is a United States Army veter-

an (1981-1988), where he served most of his time with 

the 1st Infantry Division's 16th Infantry Regiment, as a 

Fire Team Leader, Squad Leader, Fire Direction Section 

Chief, and Intelligence Analyst. He served 23 years with 

the Libertyville Police Department, retiring as a Patrol 

Lieutenant in 2012. He was the second in command with 

the College of Lake County Police department from 2012

-2015 and has served with the Winthrop Harbor PD 

since 2015 on a part time basis as a trainer and Special 

Operations Commander. 

For over 22 years, DC Mohn has been a member of the 

Northern Illinois Police Alarm System Emergency Ser-

vices Team (NIPAS-EST). During this time DC Mohn 

has planned, managed and lead the successful resolution 

of over 450 high-risk critical incidents throughout north-

ern Illinois. He currently holds the position of Tactical 

Commander on the team and is the recipient of many 

awards and honors throughout his military and law en-

forcement careers, including the Medal of Valor, the Life 

Saving Medal, numerous Meritorious Service Medals, 

Commendation Medals and over 500 letters of commen-

dation.  

Police Department 

DC Mohn is a nationally recognized Lead Instructor in 

Law Enforcement Leadership, Command and Patrol Op-

erations. He has been a lead instructor and main pre-

senter at numerous regional, state and national confer-

ences and conventions. 

A quote from DC Mohn's resume: "Family and communi-

ty based values, dedication, loyalty, patriotism and hard 

work are the cornerstones of my personal and professional 

principles and traits. I am a traditional 'hands-on' lead-

er, practicing a participatory style of leadership when ap-

propriate and leading from the front when necessary. I 

enjoy a challenge and look forward to contributing to and 

leading a team effort and utilizing a team approach to 

problem solving and job accomplishment." 

Chief Brumlik continually strives to maintain a qualified 

bench of professionals to serve our community. DC Mohn 

certainly fits the bill and will help maintain the highest 

standards of the Winthrop Harbor Police Department. 

We hope you’ll join us in welcoming Deputy Chief Mohn 

to the community! 

 

Retiring Commander 
 

Police Department Commander Mike Bitton has an-

nounced his retirement, effective end of February, 2018.  

Cmdr. Bitton has been with the Police Department since 

1999, as well as the village Information Technologies Di-

rector since 2014. He is also the editor of the Harbor 

Shores village newsletter and developer of village Web-

sites. Says Chief Brumlik, “As an integral part of depart-

ment leadership, Cmdr. Bitton has helped shape innova-

tion and professionalism in the Police Department and 

Village.”  Thank you for your service, Cmdr. Bitton! 

 

Well-being Checks 
 

The Police Department handles numerous requests for 

well-being checks every month, however in the winter 

time these requests can increase significantly. Friends 

and relatives living far away are often concerned when 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

www.whpd.org 

The Village thanks all of our Firefighters, Medics, Police Officers and Emergency Management volunteers for your service!



Greetings from your Fire Department. We hope you 

had a great holiday season and a Happy New Year! 

 

From time to time in the Village newsletter, we’re going 

to introduce you to some of our members so you can get 

to know us a little better.  

 

As a brief explanation for those of you who may be new 

to the Village, or are not familiar with how we operate: 

our Fire Department is made up entirely of part-time 

employees, including the Fire Chief. We all have employ-

ment elsewhere and a few of our members are full-time 

students.  All of us make time to put in hours here to 

serve you. 

 

For this issue of Harbor Shores, you’ll meet the chief Of-

ficers of your Winthrop Harbor Fire Department.   

 

 

 

Fire Chief Justin Stried 
 

Fire Chief Justin Stried is a 

lifelong Winthrop Harbor resi-

dent and was appointed Fire 

Chief in January of 2014 fol-

lowing the retirement of 50-

year WHFD member Ron Lev-

in.  

 

Justin began his career in pub-

lic service with WHFD in January of 1996, and proudly 

follows in the footsteps of his father, Fire Chief Mike 

Stried, who was WHFD chief from 1990-2006.  

 

Chief Justin Stried’s full-time job is with the Zion Fire-

Rescue Department, where he is a Lieutenant and Para-

medic. He has been happily married to Heather for over 

16 years and has two children - son Henry who is 13, and 

daughter Sidney who is 9.  

 

Justin enjoys running, going to ball games with his fami-

ly, and hitting bad golf shots when he is able to get out 

on the links. 

Fire Department 
www.winthropharborfire.org 

Deputy Chief Bill Beetschen 
 

Deputy Chief Beetschen has 

been with WHFD since March 

of 2008, but his service to our 

local community didn’t start 

there. Bill has been a practicing 

firefighter/EMT/Paramedic in 

our area for over 40 years!  

 

DC Beetschen brings a wealth 

of EMS, incident command, fire 

service knowledge and training coordination that most of 

us can only hope to attain someday. Bill lives in the 

southern side of Kenosha with his wife, Therese, and 

their family.  

 

When you see DC Beetschen around town, take a mo-

ment to thank him for his years of service not only to our 

Village, but this entire corner of Lake and Kenosha 

Counties!  

 

Assistant Chief Alicia McCoy 
 

Assistant Chief McCoy has also 

been a lifelong Winthrop Harbor 

resident, and has been with 

WHFD since 1983, with the ex-

ception of a few years in the 90’s 

as she concentrated on her fam-

ily and career.  

 

Alicia’s parents both have been 

active in the community for 

many years, including her father, Robert, who was chief 

of WHFD in the early 1980’s.  

 

Alicia has two grown daughters, and her full-time em-

ployment is with the Abbott Labs Fire Department. AC 

McCoy oversees personnel and public education duties for 

WHFD, so you’ll most likely see her when you visit one of 

the many events we participate in around the village 

throughout the year. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Village thanks all of our Firefighters, Medics, Police Officers and Emergency Management volunteers for your service! 



 

Assistant Chief Shauna Haske 
 

Assistant Chief Haske has 

been with WHFD since April of 

2001 and serves as our Medical 

Officer, overseeing all aspects 

of our EMS service.  

 

Shauna lives in Winthrop Har-

bor with her husband Brian 

(also a longtime WHFD mem-

ber and our current fire inspec-

tor) and two children, daughter Tegan who is 10, and 

son Braden who is about to turn 9. When the Haskes 

aren’t at the station or around town, they are most likely 

camping or at a Brewers game! 

 

 

Assistant Chief Keenan Stone 
 

Assistant Chief Stone is a Win-

throp Harbor resident and has 

been with WHFD since Febru-

ary of 2005. He oversees all 

aspects of our vehicle mainte-

nance program, which can be a 

large task at times with our 

fleet of large and aging vehi-

cles! 

 

Keenan’s wife, Kelly, also a member of our department, 

is a licensed paramedic and well-trained in vehicle 

maintenance and mechanical issues as well. Keenan and 

Kelly have two children, daughter Ellie who is 7 and son 

Jackson who is one and a half.  

 

AC Stone’s full-time job is with the North Shore Water 

Reclamation District. When he is not there or working 

under a vehicle at WHFD, Keenan can usually be found 

hunting with his buddies (he is a self-proclaimed world-

class goose, duck and deer hunter!) or in his woodwork-

ing shop where he crafts very nice items, one of which 

can be found on display in our fire station.   

 

 

WHFD continues to thank our community for their sup-

port, especially at many of the functions we open up our 

station for. Be alert for upcoming event announcements 

about our Memorial Day weekend pancake breakfast, as 

well as our next community blood drive, which will most 

likely be in early June.  

 

Be sure to visit our Facebook page and website for news 

and updates. Stay safe! 

(FIRE DEPT. - Continued from page 9) 

they cannot reach their friends or loved ones by phone, 

especially when temperatures are bitterly cold.   

We encourage all residents to think about your neigh-

bors who may be elderly or homebound. Checking in 

with them can literally lead to saving a life. The Police 

Dept. also reminds everyone of our Senior Call-In Pro-

gram, which is a free service provided to any resident in 

need. For program details, call us at (847) 872-2131. 

 

Parking Ordinance Reminder 
 

Please remember that Winthrop Harbor ordinances pro-

hibit parking on any village roadway from 2-6 a.m. be-

tween Nov. 1st and April 1st.   

The Village also has an ordinance that prohibits parking 

on any village roadway at any time of the day or night 

for the 12 hours following a snowfall of 2” or more.  This 

is necessary for the Public Works department to be able 

to plow and clear the streets throughout the village.  

We thank you for your cooperation with these local ordi-

nances.   

(POLICE DEPT. - Continued from page 8) 
 

 Clear snow & ice off your entire vehicle. Visibil-

ity is essential when road conditions are at their worst. 

Clear headlights and tail lights are also important so 

you are seen by others during poor conditions.  

 Get the feel of the road. While at slow 

speed, gently test your brakes to see how 

slippery the roadway is, then adjust your 

driving accordingly.  

 Drive slower and leave plenty of space 

between you and other vehicles. If you encounter an icy 

patch of roadway you’ll want that extra space to slow to 

a stop when needed! 

 Know your vehicle’s braking system. Most mod-

ern vehicles have Antilock Braking Systems (ABS). For 

this to work correctly you must apply constant, firm 

pressure to the pedal.  

 Always have your headlights on to ensure others 

see you in poor weather conditions.  

 Have a cell phone with you, but do not be distracted 

on phone calls or texting while driving! 

 Keep basic essentials in the vehicle. An ice scrap-

er, sand, washer fluid, phone, first-aid kit, blanket, hats, 

gloves… all can be helpful when needed in an emergency 

situation. 

 Remember that bridges and overpasses are the 

first roadways to freeze. Be extremely careful when 

crossing them while temperatures are just at freezing.  

(WINTER DRIVING TIPS - Continued from page 1) 
 

(Continued on page 12) 



AARP Chapter 871 
The members of the Winthrop Harbor AARP Chapter 

have agreed not to meet during January. At the Feb. 

20th meeting Frank Cisek will be showing a video of his 

post card collection centered in the Waukegan area. At 

the March 20th meeting Ty Rohrer of the Waukegan 

Historical Society will be presenting “What’s in a Name”.  

Regular meetings are held at 1pm at the Winthrop Har-

bor Community Center at 1520 7th Street. New mem-

bers and guests are always welcome. Refreshments are 

served. For questions please call Jerry Larson at 847-

746-6567 or e-mail him at jerryplarson@sbcglobal.net.  

BINGO Every Wednesday 
Our Winthrop Harbor Lions Club reminds everyone that 

BINGO is played on Wednesday evenings at the 

Schlader Recreation Center. In addition to BINGO they 

offer pull tabs and other games. Doors open at 4:30pm 

for pull-tabs, raffles begin at 6:45pm and BINGO begins 

at 7pm.  Refreshments are available.  

The Lions Club appreciates the support they receive 

from the folks who attend their functions. It is only with 

the support of the community that they’re able to help 

those in need. Thank you! 

Benton Township News 
Larry Booth, your Benton Township Supervisor, wel-

comes all inquires about township programs. Contact 

the office at (847) 746-2100 or visit them online at 

www.bentontownship.com.  Here are the highlights of 

just a few of the upcoming and ongoing township pro-

grams: 

Top Box Foods Express offers fresh fruit, vegetables 

and frozen food in bulk for a savings up to 40% off gro-

cery store prices.  This is open to everyone! Pickup loca-

tion is at the Shiloh Center, 2600 Emmaus Ave. in Zion. 

Dates are Jan. 17th and Feb. 14th from 1:30pm until 

3:00pm.   

Free Amplified Phone Applications are available at 

the township office.  Neither age nor income are a re-

quirement.  Free Senior Activity Guides are also availa-

ble.  

The Meals-on-Wheels program is available year-round. 

Call (847) 546-5733 for full details.  

Free Discount Prescription Drug Cards are availa-

ble at the Township office. This card allows all township 

residents, regardless of income, age, or health status, to 

save on the cost of medications.  It’s good for pet medica-

tions, too!  

Accepting non-perishable food, health & beauty 

products and used eye glasses at the Township office. All 

donated items are distributed to those in need.  

PACE Dial-a-Ride is available for all Benton Township 

residents. Service is available Monday through Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm. Must call (800) 201-6446 one day in 

advance to secure a seat. The areas served include any-

where in Beach Park, Winthrop Harbor and Zion. Gurn-

ee and Waukegan areas are included on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 8:30am to 3:30pm for shopping and 

medical appointments. For medical appointments you 

may call up to seven days in advance to serve your seat.  

“Little Free Library” is a Success! 
It has been one year since our local Cub 

Scouts, Winthrop Harbor Pack 667, con-

structed and installed a “Little Free Li-

brary” outside the Police Department en-

trance on Whitney Avenue.  

This free book exchange, where anyone 

may take a book and/or bring a book to 

share, has been a huge success in our com-

munity. Virtually every day people can be 

seen making good use of this free library, 

which is currently packed with great books 

for those young and old.   

There are over 50,000 such Little Free Libraries placed 

in over 70 countries around the World! To learn more 

visit www.littlefreelibrary.org. 

ACTION LINE Helps us Connect 
 

The Village encourages all residents to use the on-line ACTION LINE to submit service requests, 

questions, concerns and more.  Each Action Line submission receives a request number, so the sub-

mitter can log in any time to follow the progress on his/her request. This system helps all village 

departments provide the best services possible, with request tracking and reporting tools to ensure 

nothing gets missed. Click on the ACTION LINE link at www.winthropharbor.com to check it out! 



Quick Reference for Meeting & Event Dates 

 

 

 JAN FEB MAR 
Village Hall Closed - - Jan. 1st/2nd/15th Feb. 19th Mar. 30th 

Board of Trustees Meeting Tuesdays 7pm Jan. 16th Feb. 6th & 20th Mar. 6th & 20th 

Economic Development Meeting Wednesdays 6pm Jan. 10th Feb. 14th Mar. 14th 

Recreation Board Meeting Mondays 7pm Jan. 15th Feb. 12th Mar. 12th 

Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Tuesdays 7pm Jan. 9th Feb. 13th Mar. 13th 

FUN FAIR! Saturday 11am-4pm - Feb. 24th - 

Teen Dance (5th-8th grades) Friday 7-9pm Jan. 12th Feb. 9th Mar. 9th 

Gym Night (K-4th grades) Friday 7-9pm Jan. 19th Feb. 16th Mar. 16th 

WALK’N WALK’N Mon-Fri 8-10am Every week Every week Every week 

AARP Meeting Tuesdays 1pm - Feb. 20th Mar. 20th 

Lions B.I.N.G.O. Wednesdays 7pm Every week Every week Every week 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

FEBRUARY 2018 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 24 28 29 30 31 

MARCH 2018 

For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line 

Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.  

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

JANUARY 2018 

 Never use your cruise control in snowy or icy 

conditions. This may cause your vehicle to accelerate 

at inopportune moments. Remember that roads that 

appear clear can have slippery spots and the 

short touch of your brakes to deactivate 

the cruise control can cause you to lose 

control.  

 4-Wheel-Drive & All-Wheel-Drive 

vehicles may help you get going quicker 

than two-wheel drive, but they will NOT 

help you stop any faster.  4WD and AWD 

vehicles can also lose traction on ice just as 

quickly as a two-wheel drive will.  

 FOCUS ON DRIVING. This holds true 

during any conditions, year round.  Stay 

off the phone, do not text, and keep conver-

sation with passengers to a minimum, es-

pecially in inclement weather conditions.  Focusing 

100% of your attention on driving will help prevent los-

ing control of your vehicle.  

 Use a designated driver if you have consumed al-

cohol or any type of drug that could impair your ability 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

to drive safely. Driving while impaired could not only 

lead to your arrest or - at very least - citations, it could 

result in a traffic crash that included injuries or death 

to you or others.   

 Leave yourself an escape route. When roads are 

slippery and you’re coming to a stop behind another ve-

hicle at an intersection, leave on car-length be-

tween your car and the one ahead of you.  

Glance in your rearview mirror every few 

seconds, to gain time to move out of the 

way if a vehicle approaching from be-

hind is unable to stop.  

 Inform others of your intended 

destination and expected time of arri-

val. Leave yourself plenty of time to 

clean off your vehicle, drive safety and 

still arrive on time.  

 Visibility is essential. When you 

cannot see clearly out the window due 

to blowing snow, fog, rain or other elements, it’s best to 

find a safe place to park and wait until conditions im-

prove. Remember that if you cannot see well, nei-

ther can the other drivers on the road.    

Keep your family 
safe this winter! 


